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Welcome and Remarks
Rachel Davakis, WBA President

WBA Foundation
Kerri Castellini, WBA Foundation President

Stars of the Bar
The Honorable Loren L. AliKhan, United States District Court for the District of Columbia 

Presented by Upnit Bhatti, WBA Board Member & Co-Chair, Stars of the Bar Committee

Rupa Bhattacharyya, Legal Director, Georgetown University Law Center 
Institute for Constitutional Advocacy & Protection 

Presented by Serafina Concannon, WBA Board Member & Co-Chair, Stars of the Bar Committee

Abby Blomstrom, Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Monumental Sports & Entertainment

Presented by Sasha Johnson, WBA Board Member & Co-Chair, Stars of the Bar Committee

Cathy Hinger, Partner, Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP

Presented by Sasha Johnson, WBA Board Member & Co-Chair, Stars of the Bar Committee

Mussey-Gillett Shining Star Award 
Leah Levi, Federal Attorney, WBA Board Member

Closing Remarks
Rachel Davakis, WBA President

Networking
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WBA MISSION:

The Women’s Bar Association of the District of Columbia was founded in 1917 to maintain the honor and 
integrity of the profession; to promote the administration of justice; to advance and protect the interests of women 
lawyers; to promote their mutual improvement; and to encourage a spirit of friendship among members.

WBA VISION:

The WBA envisions a world in which all women lawyers are empowered to achieve personal and professional 
success and satisfaction, where all members are meaningfully connected, engaged, and mentored, and where 
diversity, equity, and inclusion are hallmarks of our programming and leadership. Through our efforts, we will 
enhance our advocacy voice and community service to improve the legal profession and our society as a 
whole, and promote the rule of law.

THE WBA:

•	 Organizes substantive legal, educational, and personal enrichment (particularly for women lawyers) 
programs and provides significant opportunities for networking

•	 Promotes its members as leaders of the legal community and supports candidates to the federal and local 
bench and high-level executive positions through executive and judicial endorsements

•	 Publishes a bi-monthly newsletter on upcoming events and announcements, spotlights members’ 
accomplishments, and highlights current issues and trends of interests to women lawyers via social media 
and website blogs

•	 Provides a powerful network that will yield lasting friendships and valuable professional contacts

•	 Engages in and promotes community service activities

•	 Supports the WBA Foundation, which leverages the generosity of lawyers and friends to support nonprofits 
that serve the legal and related needs of women and girls in the DC metropolitan community 



THE HONORABLE LOREN L. ALIKHAN 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia

Judge Loren L. AliKhan was appointed to the District Court in December 2023. Born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, she received her B.A., summa cum laude, from Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock in 2003, and her J.D., magna cum laude, from Georgetown University Law 
Center in 2006. 

After graduating from law school, Judge AliKhan clerked for the Honorable Louis H. 
Pollak on the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and the Honorable 
Thomas L. Ambro on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. After her clerkships, 
Judge AliKhan served as a Bristow Fellow in the Office of the Solicitor General at the U.S. 

Department of Justice and as a Temple Bar Scholar in London, England, where she worked with Lord David Hope of 
Craighead, then a Justice on the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom. 

In 2010, Judge AliKhan joined the Supreme Court and Appellate Practice Group in the Washington, D.C. office of 
O’Melveny & Myers, LLP. There, she had an active pro bono practice and assisted with the firm’s Supreme Court and 
Appellate Practice Clinic at Harvard Law School and with the legal writing program at Yale Law School. In 2013, 
Judge AliKhan was appointed as Deputy Solicitor General in the Office of the Attorney General for the District of 
Columbia, and in 2018, she was elevated to Solicitor General. During her nine years in the District’s Office of the 
Solicitor General, Judge AliKhan handled nearly 3,000 cases in the District’s federal and local courts. In 2020, she 
was the recipient of the National Association of Attorneys General’s “Senior Staff of the Year.” 

In February 2022, Judge AliKhan was appointed to the D.C. Court of Appeals. She served as an Associate Judge 
there until her appointment to the District Court. 

RUPA BHATTACHARYYA 
Legal Director, Georgetown University Law Center Institute for Constitutional Advocacy & Protection 

Rupa Bhattacharyya is the Legal Director of the Institute for Constitutional Advocacy 
and Protection (ICAP).  ICAP is a non-partisan institute within Georgetown Law that 
uses strategic legal advocacy—including litigation and policy development—to defend 
constitutional rights and values while working to hold our democratic institutions to the 
highest standards of integrity and accountability.  

Rupa’s work focuses on the threats to democracy posed by political violence, 
authoritarianism, and the spread of mis- and dis-information.  

Prior to joining ICAP in 2022, Rupa spent her career in government service, mostly at the United States Department 
of Justice (DOJ), as a litigator defending the United States, its agencies, and its employees, and, most recently, as 
the Special Master for the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund (VCF), which is administered by DOJ, and 
compensates those who suffered personal injuries or died as a result of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.  

Rupa holds a B.A. from Tulane University, an M.A.L.D. from the Fletcher School of Law & Diplomacy at Tufts University, 
and a J.D. from Harvard Law School.
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S T A R S  O F  T H E  B A R
Each year, the WBA selects star-quality honorees to recognize at this event, which also kicks off our program year. This year, in 
support of our 2026–2027 bar year theme, “Know Your Worth,” we are celebrating women who recognize the value of their 
voices, experiences, and contributions and use them to make a meaningful impact in the legal profession and community.
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ABBY BLOMSTROM
Executive Vice President and General Counsel, Monumental Sports & Entertainment

As Executive Vice President & General Counsel for Monumental Sports & Entertainment 
(MSE), Abby Blomstrom is responsible for advising senior management on key legal 
and strategic issues as well as managing all legal matters for MSE’s sports and business 
operations, which include the NHL’s Washington Capitals, the NBA’s Washington 
Wizards, the WNBA’s Washington Mystics, Capital One Arena and Monumental Sports 
Network.

Prior to joining MSE, she was the lead attorney for mergers and acquisitions and venture 
investments and was responsible for corporate legal matters at AOL. Before AOL, she 

worked as a corporate associate at Latham & Watkins in Chicago and K&L Gates in Pittsburgh. She earned her 
undergraduate degree from Dartmouth College and her law degree from Northwestern University School of Law.

CATHY HINGER 
Partner, Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP 

Cathy Hinger is the Managing Partner of the Washington, D.C. office and co-leader of 
the firm’s Complex Litigation team. A veteran trial lawyer, she represents companies and 
organizations in high-stakes business disputes, government investigations, and white 
collar matters, guiding clients through some of their most consequential legal and business 
challenges.

Cathy’s practice spans complex commercial litigation, corporate governance disputes, 
constitutional and fiduciary duty claims, class actions, consumer protection matters, and 
sensitive employee relations issues. She also counsels clients facing regulatory scrutiny 
and criminal investigations, including matters involving the False Claims Act, RICO, 

fraud, money laundering, and whistleblower allegations. Her experience includes jury and bench trials, arbitrations, 
mediations, appellate advocacy, emergency injunctive proceedings, and complex e-discovery.

Known for her strengths-based leadership style, Cathy builds collaborative teams focused on delivering practical, 
definitive solutions for clients. Her work has earned recognition from Lawdragon, which named her among the 500 
Leading Litigators in America for Business Litigation, Investigations, and White-Collar matters.

Beyond her client work, Cathy previously led the firm’s Women of Womble (WOW) program, supporting the 
advancement and development of women attorneys across the organization.
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M U S S E Y - G I L L E T T  S H I N I N G  S T A R  A W A R D
The Women’s Bar Association established the Mussey-Gillett Shining Star Award in 2007 to recognize WBA members 
who, through their vision and sustained and unflagging dedication to the WBA or to WBA committees and forums, 
have made extraordinary contributions that have advanced the mission of the association in the best tradition of 
leadership exemplified by the WBA’s Founders, Ellen Spencer Mussey and Emma Gillett. Each year, our immediate 
Past President selects a member who has epitomized the principles set forth by our founders.

LEAH LEVI 
Federal Attorney & WBA Board Member

Leah P. Levi currently serves as Special Counsel in the Office of Chief Counsel within 
the Division of Trading and Markets at the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC). In this role, she contributes to the Commission’s mission of protecting investors, 
maintaining fair, orderly, and efficient markets, and facilitating capital formation. 
Her work draws on a sophisticated understanding of financial regulation, corporate 
governance, compliance, and the operational realities of major market participants.

Leah’s path to the SEC reflects a breadth of experience across regulatory, in-house, 
and compliance environments. She began her legal career in multiple in-house counsel 

settings, strengthening her business acumen and ability to analyze complex legal and regulatory issues from both 
industry and regulatory perspectives. Prior to joining the SEC, Leah worked at T. Rowe Price, where she contributed 
to significant regulatory, compliance, and corporate governance matters across multiple legal teams, including 
Retirement Plan Services, Capital Markets, Corporate, and U.S. Collective Funds, 40-Act & Intermediary Services.

Leadership and service have been consistent themes throughout Leah’s career. She serves on the Board of the 
Women’s Bar Association of the District of Columbia, following her service as Co-Chair of the organization’s 
Government Attorneys Forum, where she helped develop programming and foster connections among government 
attorneys navigating an evolving professional landscape.

Leah’s commitment to leadership and service began during her undergraduate years at Widener University, 
where she served on the School of Business Advisory Board and received an award recognizing her commitment 
to empowering women. She has continued that commitment through mentoring and civic engagement, including 
participation in Baltimore-based leadership initiatives such as the Business Volunteers Maryland GIVE Program.

Leah earned her J.D. from the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law and has remained engaged 
with the law school community through her service on its Alumni Board. Across her career, Leah has consistently 
sought opportunities not only to advance her legal practice, but also to strengthen the institutions and communities 
that have shaped her.
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T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  S P O N S O R S 

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS

SILVER SPONSORS
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M U S S E Y - G I L L E T  F O U N D E R S  M E M B E R S

Named after our founders, Ellen Spencer Mussey and Emma M. Gillett, this membership level provides 
dedicated individual members the opportunity to support the success and financial sustainability of the WBA. For those 
individuals who already give so much to the WBA, the Founders Membership provides a targeted giving opportunity, 
and a mechanism for the WBA to recognize its high contributing individuals.

THANK YOU TO OUR MUSSEY-GILLETT FOUNDERS MEMBERS 
(as of August 31, 2026)

Jessica Adler
Candace Beck
Hon. Diane Brenneman
Paulette Chapman
Rachel Davakis
Kandis Gibson
Ellen Jakovic
Elizabeth Jones
Susan Kovarovics
Jennifer Mammen
Lorelie Masters
Laura Possessky
Aisha Smith
Michelle Webster
Joanne Young 

ELLEN SPENCER 
MUSSEY 

EMMA GILLETT 



2 0 2 6  S T A R S  O F  T H E  B A R  C O M M I T T E E
Upnit Bhatti, Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Serafina Concannon, Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered
Sasha Johnson, Miles & Stockbridge, P.C.

W B A  2 0 2 6  –  2 0 2 7  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
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President 
Rachel Davakis 
U.S. Office of Special Counsel 

President-Elect
Ethel Badawi
Pollack Badawi Group LLC (PBG)

Treasurer
Tamara Kraljic
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP

Treasurer-Elect
Aisha Smith
Aisha N. Smith Regulatory Law, PLLC

Secretary
Paulette Pagán
Pagán Law PLLC

Directors

Upnit Bhatti
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP 

Christina Bonanni
Clean Energy Counsel 

Serafina Concannon
Caplin & Drysdale, Chartered

Renée-Lauren Ellis
Philip Morris International (PMI)

Rachel Hardwick
AARP

Ana Jara
Venable LLP

Sasha Johnson
Miles & Stockbridge, P.C.

Nancy Kuhn
Shulman Rogers 

Emily Lagan
Regan Zambri Long

Leah Levi
Federal Attorney

Sarah Mugmon
Fortney Scott LLC

Bridget Richardson
Cava

Chiara Tondi Resta
Werner Ahari Mangel LLP

Michelle Webster
Ropes & Gray LLP

Natalia Wilson Armstrong
Ain & Bank

Immediate Past President
Jennifer Mammen
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP 
Immediate Past-President
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    	      S O C I A L  M E D I A 

   wbadc.org 

  admin@wbadc.org 

             wbadc

   @wbadc

    linkedin.com/company/						              	
	  women-s-bar-association-of-the-district-of-columbia

    @wbadc

M E M B E R S H I P
By joining the Women’s Bar Association of the District of Columbia, you make a statement 
in support of advancing women in the legal profession and demonstrate your commitment 
to promoting the welfare of all women in the community. The WBA provides a synergy that 
can enhance your career on many levels.

Whether you are looking to increase your professional visibility through WBA leadership 
positions, to take advantage of the many personal and professional development 
opportunities, or simply to network with colleagues, the WBA can meet your needs. WBA 
memberships run on anniversary dates: your membership will need to be renewed one 
year from the date you joined.

Learn more at wbadc.org/join.

http://wbadc.org/join

