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WBA Foundation President's Letter

By Tracy-Gene G. Durkin

Late last year, the WBA Foundation Board of Directors developed and approved a strategic
plan to guide the organization through the next few years. The plan is the culmination of a
two-day strategic planning session, held in August. Over the two-day meeting, the
Foundation’s Board assessed the Foundation's history, its current position in the philanthropic
community, and—most importantly—its future. Five strategic priorities emerged:

I. To advance the WBAF’s mission by making grants that have significant
impact on women and girls.

II. To create a sustainable fundraising program that allows the WBAF to
achieve its mission.

III. To create the infrastructure that will support the development of providing
grants, defining and expanding fund development, and branding.

IV. To develop a strong brand that allows the WBAF to raise substantial
money to achieve our mission.

V. To better leverage the WBAF/WBA relationship to maximize the impact
on both organizations.

Each of these priorities has a set of measurable goals and specific tactics to achieve those
goals, which are outlined in an operational plan that will guide the Foundation’s leaders during
the implementation process. Work has already begun on priorities III, IV, and V. We have an
ambitious agenda, but one that we think is critical to maintain the Foundation's relevance and
to increase its impact. We look forward to keeping you updated on our strategic plan activities
and progress.

Tracy-Gene G. Durkin

http://www.wbadc.org/
http://wbadc.org/content.asp?contentid=183
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203Cover.html
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203Cover.html
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203Cover.html
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203President.html
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203Highlights.html
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203Member.html
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203Feature.html
http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203.html
http://isearch.igive.com/?s=28&c=54393
http://wbadc.org/calendar_day.asp?date=4/17/2012
http://wbadc.org/calendar_day.asp?date=4/17/2012
http://wbadc.org/calendar_day.asp?date=4/17/2012
http://wbadc.org/calendar_day.asp?date=4/19/2012
http://wbadc.org/calendar_day.asp?date=4/19/2012
http://secure160.timberlakepublishing.com/wbasecure/donation.asp


WBA Newsletter

http://www.wbadc.org/Files/Newsletters/2011-2012/WBANewsletter201203Foundation.html[5/29/2012 10:12:30 AM]

 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012
6:30 - 8:30 PM
How to Become an
Administrative Law Judge

Thursday, April 26, 2012
12:00 - 2:00 PM
Focus on Industry: SiriusXM
Satellite Radio Tour

Thursday, April 26, 2012
6:00 - 8:00 PM
Expand Your Wardrobe and
Your Network

Wednesday, May 2, 2012
6:00 - 8:00 PM
Third Annual Uniting for
Justice Grant Awards
Reception

Tuesday, May 22, 2012
WBA/WBAF Annual Dinner

About Us

WBA Board of Directors

WBA Foundation Board of
Directors

Sustaining Members

 

WBA Foundation President 2011-2012

WBA Foundation Celebrates 30th Anniversary
& Compares Old World and New World Wines

The Women’s Bar Association Foundation hosted its 9th Annual Wine Tasting and Silent
Auction on February 23, 2012, at the offices of Hogan Lovells. This year's theme was "Old
World vs. New World Wines." More than 120 guests sampled and compared wines from
France, Portugal, Argentina, Australia, California, and South Africa, paired with exquisite
cheeses and chocolates from Europe and Madagascar. The event was a smashing success!

Guests were welcomed with glasses of sparkling champagne from France and California and
treated to a light buffet. WBA Foundation President Tracy Durkin kicked off the festivities
with a toast to the WBA Foundation’s 30th Anniversary. After introductory remarks by event
co-chair Kathy Gunning, Suzanne McGrath, president of Arlington’s The Curious Grape
wine shop, Michael Rosenberg, the shop’s senior private tasting presenter, previewed and
compared the featured wines. After the presentation, guests mingled among five tasting
stations, enjoying wine, cheese, and chocolate, and addressing inquiries to representatives from
The Curious Grape, who staffed the five tables. In support of the WBAF’s charitable activities,
The Curious Grape donated 15 percent of its sales for the evening to the WBAF.

Throughout the evening, guests bid on a wide variety of auction items including getaways,
tickets to sporting events and plays, gift certificates to local restaurants and hair salons,
catered meals, various services, beautiful jewelry, and numerous fabulous theme baskets
designed and donated by WBAF Board members. Guests also had the opportunity to purchase
"mystery bags," valued at $15 to $60, that contained two "surprise" items. While the winners of
the silent auction were being determined at the end of the evening, event co-chair Carolyn
Stennett conducted a drawing for fun door prizes, including numerous bags of luxurious spa
items donated by Eforea: Spa at Hilton.

Proceeds from the wine tasting and silent auction will benefit WBAF’s Founders Fellowship,
a program that supports an area law student’s work with a local legal services provider on
projects to benefit women and children in our community. This year’s beneficiary will be a
student at the Columbus School of Law at the Catholic University of America. The WBAF
was pleased to welcome a law school representative to the event. The WBA Foundation
especially appreciates the many donors of auction items and events sponsors.

Thank you to our event supporters!

Magnum Anniversary Level
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Vedder Price P.C.

Champagne Level
FTI Consulting

Gray Plant Mooty
Invotex Group

Savit & Szymkowicz, LLP
Susan M.C. Kovarovics

Wine Level
Capital Reporting Company

Diane Brenneman
Jennifer Duane

Tracy-Gene G. Durkin
Hazel Groman

Kathleen Gunning
Jackson & Campbell, P.C.

Ellen Jakovic
Lorna Kent

Door Prizes & Silent Auction Donors
The American Century Theater

Kathleen T. Barlow
Barnes & Noble

Amy Bess
Bradford Renaissance Portraits Corp.

Lyle and Diane Brenneman
Kelly Brinkley
Barbara Burr

Betsy Fisher, Inc.
Capital City Golf School

Capital Reporting Company
Paulette Chapman

The Curious Grape Wine Shop
Tracy-Gene G. Durkin
Narda Newby Edwards

Emily Bishop Interior Design
Federal City Caterers

Friends of the WBAF at Kirkland & Ellis
LLP
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James J. Sandman
Toh Michaels Private Wealth 

Management, LLC

Sparkling Water Level
Rebecca Bjork
Machalagh Carr
George R. Clark
Andrea Ferster

Marion A. Hecht, CliftonLarsonAllen LLP
Kirra Jarratt

M. Elizabeth Medaglia
Gretchen Neels, President, Neels & Company

Monica Parham
Ilene R. Price

Elizabeth Scully
Julie Silverbrook
Carolyn Stennett
Lisa A. Stewart
Lucy Thomson
Monica Tillett

Kimberly A. Woodard, the
WesleyPrestonGreen group

Supporters 
Thanks to the supporters who donated goods

and/or services for the event.
The Curious Grape Wine Shop 

Reliable Litigation Services 
Hogan Lovells US LLP 

Golf Course Specialists
Kathleen V. Gunning and Jack Keeney

Higher Ground Yoga
Hotel Monaco
Ward Howick

The Inn at Perry Cabin
Ellen M. Jakovic and David Lipson

Kirra Jarratt
Lorna Kent

Law Counsel Law Offices of David A. Balto
Legal Placements Inc.

Legg Mason Tennis Classic
Leslie E. Sandler Fine Jewelry & Gemstones

Karen Lockwood
Lorelie Masters

M. Elizabeth Medaglia
Merrill LAD

Olney Theatre Center
O Salon

Bruce Pascal
PJ Clarke’s

Laura Possessky
Quiet Time Quilts

Ama Romaine
Ritz-Carlton, Pentagon City

Rosa Estelle Creations
Rosa Mexicano

Roti Mediterranean Grill
Round House Theatre

James J. Sandman
Diana Savit

Shah & Shah Appraisers
Shakespeare Theatre Company

Carolyn Stennett
Heidi Sorensen and George Klimes

St. Regis Hotel
Stellar Coaching, LLC

Sugarloaf Mountain Vineyard
Theater J
Venable

Weil, Gotshal & Manges
Wooly Mammoth Theatre Company

Joanne W. Young, Kirstein & Young, PLLC

WBAF Donors

Many thanks to our supporters! The following donors made a gift to the WBA Foundation
between November 1, 2011 and February 29, 2012. These gifts will be used to support women
and girls in our community. For a list of all fiscal year donors and recognition of giving levels,
visit www.wbadcfoundation.org.

Guardian $10,000 - $24,999
Sterne Kessler Goldstein Fox P.L.L.C.

Advocate $1,000 - $2,499
Jennifer Duane
Kathy Gunning
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The Walden Trust

Sponsor $500 - $999
Kenneth W. Epps
Ellen J. Flannery

Karen M. Lockwood
Lorie Masters

Martha JP McQuade
Carolyn P. Stennett

Believer $100 - $499
Brigida Benitez

Diane C. Boykin
Marjorie Burnett

Tracy-Gene G. Durkin
Lornetta T. Epps, M.D.
M. Elizabeth Medaglia

Tiffany Moore
Mellie H. Nelson

Ellen Ostrow
Michele E. Reed
Diana M. Savit

Patience R. Singleton
Lisa A. Stewart
Michelle Turner

Andrea D. Williams
Aviva E. Zierler
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